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Welcome to Steel Structures Drawings Manager 
 
Steel Structures Drawings Manager is a technology demonstration of establishing a bidirectional 
connection between Autodesk® Advance Steel and Autodesk® Vault. It is designed to help you optimize 
the life cycle of a drawing, control its states, design categories, and revisions.  
 
With Steel Structures Drawings Manager, you can:  

• Import PLM documents to Advance Steel from Vault.  
• Export PLM documents from Advance Steel to Vault.  
• Support files and references in an active Advance Steel session.  
• Check in and check out Vault documents directly from Advance Steel.  
• Undo Check Out.  
• Retrieve document information from Vault.  
• Revise Vault documents directly from Advance Steel.   

 

Requirements and installation 
 

Requirements 
 
Steel Structures Drawings Manager requires the following software to be installed: 

• Windows 8.1 or Windows 10. 

• Autodesk Advance Steel 2018. 

• Autodesk Vault 2018. 

 

Installation 
 

1. Launch Steel Structures Drawings Manager to open the Setup Wizard. 
2. Click Next on the Welcome to Steel Structures Drawings Manager Setup Wizard page (see Fig. 1). 
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Figure 1. 

3. Read the End-User License Agreement, accept the agreement, and then click Next (see Fig. 2). 
 

 

Figure 2. 
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4. On the Destination Folder page: 

• Click Next to install Steel Structures Drawings Manager to the default folder (see Fig. 3). 

• Click Change to choose a different folder, browse to the destination folder, click OK (see 
Fig. 4), and then click Next.  

 

 

Figure 3. 

 

Figure 4. 
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5. Click Finish when the installation is complete (see Fig. 5). 

 

 

Figure 5. 

 

Once Steel Structures Drawings Manager is installed, a new Vault Add-In tab appears on the Autodesk 
Advance Steel 2018 ribbon (see Fig. 6). 

Getting started 
 

1. Launch Autodesk Advance Steel 2018. 

2. Create a new blank drawing or open an existing one. 

3. Click the Vault Add-In tab on the Advance Steel 2018 ribbon (see Fig. 6). 

 

 

Figure 6. 
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User Interface 
 

The Vault Add-In tab contains three panels grouped according to the category of tasks – Access, File 

Status, and Actions – and a flyout button containing the About and the Get Errors Log buttons (see 

Fig. 7).  

 

 

Figure 7. 

Access panel 
 
The Access panel contains buttons that enable you to launch Autodesk Vault, log in to and out of the 

Vault server, view the contents of the selected server, and attach files to the current model (see Table 1). 

 
Table 1: The Access group buttons  

Icon Name Description 

 

Autodesk Vault Launches Autodesk Vault. 

 

Log In Enables you to log in to a Vault server. 

 

Log Out Enables you to log out of the current Vault server.  

 

Open 
Enables you to view the contents of the current Vault server and select a 
model to modify locally. The model will be downloaded to a temporary 
folder and accessed by Autodesk Advance Steel from that folder.  

 

Attach Enables you to attach files to the current Vault model.  
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File Status panel 
 
The File Status panel includes buttons that enable you to refresh the model if the Vault server contains 

a newer version, check models in and out of the Vault server, undo a checkout, and set new parameters 

for the model check-in (see Table 2).  

 
Table 2: The File Status group buttons 

Icon Name Description 

 

Refresh 
Updates the file you are currently viewing to its latest Vault 
version.  

 

Check In Enables you to upload a model to the Vault server.  

 

Check Out 
Checks the model out to you. When the model is checked out, 
other users cannot edit it. 

 Undo Check Out 
Cancels your changes in the checked-out file and makes it 
available for other users to modify.  

 Vault Options 
Enables you to edit the icon size, configure default prompts, and 
set check-in dialog suppression.  

 

Actions panel 
 
The Actions panel contains buttons that enable you to update file properties, change its category or 

state, get or create revisions (see Table 3).  

 

Table 3: The Actions group buttons 

Icon Name Description 

 

Update Properties 
Enables you to see and edit the properties of the model in the Vault 
server.  
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Change Category 
Enables you to change the model category to Base, Engineering, 
Office, Standard, or Design Representation in the Change Category 
dialog. 

 

Change State 
Enables you to change the model state to Work in Progress, For 
Review, Obsolete, or Released in the Change State dialog.  

 

Get Revision 

Enables you to see the revisions of the current model and select a 
specific one in the Get Revision dialog. You can also preview the 
revision, include its parents or children, check it out, add or see the 
comments.  

 

Revise Enables you to make new revisions of the model in the Revise dialog.  

 

About  
 
The About button contained in the Vault flyout button opens a dialog with information about the 
current version of Steel Structure Drawings Manager, and the link to the AMC Bridge website (see Fig. 8). 
 

 

Figure 8. 

Get Errors Log 
 
The Get Errors Log button contained in the Vault flyout button generates a text file with errors that 
occurred in your current session. You can send it to the Technical Support Team 
(support@amcbridge.com) to get help with the issue. 
 

mailto:support@amcbridge.com


Steel Structure Drawings Manager User Guide 
 

 

Copyright © 2019 AMC Bridge AMC Bridge confidential. For internal use only 

10 

Procedures 
 

Log in to Vault and start the session 
 

1. On the Vault Add-In toolbar, click Log In.  
2. In the Log In dialog, enter your Vault server credentials and select the Vault instance from the 

Vault list (see Fig. 9). 
 
Tip: To use the same login information for further sessions, select ‘Automatically log in next 
session’. 
 

 

Figure 9. 

3. Click OK. 
 
Once you are logged in, you can: 
 

• Open a model from Vault. 
Click Open on the Vault Add-In toolbar and select the model in the Open From Vault dialog.  
 

• Open a model from your local machine or create a new one. 
Follow the usual Autodesk Advance Steel procedures for opening or creating models. 
To share the model with other Vault users, save the changes and check it into Vault (see the 
Check in a model to Vault section). 
 

To edit the model, check it out to you first (see the Check out a model from Vault section). 
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Check in a model to Vault 
 

1. On the Vault Add-In toolbar, click Check In.  
2. In the Select Vault Folder dialog, select the folder you want to check your model in (see Fig. 10). 

 
Tip: To save your model in a new Vault folder, click New Folder, enter the folder name and select 

the folder category in the New Folder dialog. 
 

 

Figure 10. 

 

3. Enter comments in the ‘Enter comments to include with this version’ box (see Fig. 11). 
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Figure 11. 

Optional actions:  

• To keep the file checked out to you after checking it in, select ‘Keep files checked out’. 

• To close the file after checking it in and delete the working copy from the local machine, select 
‘Close files and delete working copies’. 

• To create a visual attachment of the current file, click the ‘Create visual attachment’ icon 
(see Fig. 12) and select the directory (vault only, the working folder, the selected folder) from 
the Save DWF mode list in the Visual Attachment Configuration box. 

• To save the check-in parameters for future sessions, click Settings and set the required 
parameters. 
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Figure 12. 

4. Click OK. 
 

While the model is checked in, you can view it, set vault options (see the File Status panel description), 
update file properties, change its category or state, get revisions or revise it (see the Actions panel 
description), and apply the Access panel commands. 

 

Check out a model from Vault 
 
Click Check Out on the Vault Add-In toolbar to check out a model. When the model is checked out to 
you, you can edit it, change vault options, undo your checkout, get revisions, and apply the Access panel 
commands. 
 

Undo Check Out 

 
Click Undo Check Out if you want to release the model without saving the changes.  
 
Once you finish working with the model, save your changes and check the model into Vault to make it 
available to other users (see the Check in a model to Vault section).  
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Attach files 
 

1. On the Vault Add-In toolbar, click Attach.  
2. In the Select Attachment dialog, select the required file from Vault (see Fig. 13). 

 

 

Figure 13. 

 
3. In the Attach Image dialog, select the path type to save the Vault attachment on the local 

machine from the Path Type list (see Fig. 14 Fragment 1). You have three options: 

• No Path. The attachment copy will be deleted from your local machine after you check 
in the project changes to Vault. 

• Relative Path. The attachment copy will be saved to the same folder as the model you 
attach it to. 

• Full Path. The attachment copy will be saved to the specified folder on your local 
machine. 
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Figure 14. 

 
4. Set the Insertion Point, Scale, and Rotation parameters (see Fig. 14 Fragment 2): 

• Enter the parameters you need in the relevant boxes.  

• Select ‘Specify on-screen’ to set the parameters manually on the screen. 
 
Tip: You can use both options simultaneously. 
 

5. Click OK. 
 

Revise and get revisions 
 
Perform revise events on files after reaching a significant milestone or applying critical changes to your 
document. You can generate Primary (B), Secondary (A.1), and Tertiary (A.1.1) revisions. The revisions 
are marked in the standard alphabetic format. 
 
You can later return to the created revision by applying the Get Revision command. 
 

Create a revision 

 
1. On the Vault Add-In toolbar, click Revise.  
2. In the Revise dialog, select the type of your revision (primary, secondary, or tertiary). 

 

1 2 
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Figure 15. 

 
3. Enter comments and click OK. 

 

Get a revision 
 

1. On the Vault Add-In toolbar, click Get Revision.  
2. In the Get Revision dialog, select the required revision (see Fig. 16 Fragment 1), and then select 

the needed file (see Fig. 16 Fragment 2). 
 
Optional actions: 

• To include children, click the Include Children icon  and select Dependents, 
Attachments, or Include Library Files to include in the current revision. You can select all the 
three options at once. 

• To include parents, click the Include Parents icon  and select the related documentation 
to include in the current revision. 

• To keep the selected file or the whole revision checked out to you after closing the Get 

Revision dialog, click the Check Out Files icon  and select either Source Selection or All 
Files.  

• To add comments or see the existing ones, click the Comments icon . 
 

3. Click OK. 
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Figure 16. 

Uninstallation 
 

1. Click Start, click Control Panel, and then click Apps (see Fig. 17).  
 

 

Figure 17. 

1 

2 
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2. From the list of Apps and Features, select Steel Structures Drawings Manager.   
 

3. Click Uninstall (see Fig. 18).  
 

 

Figure 18. 
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About AMC Bridge 
 

AMC Bridge is a vendor of choice for software development services in the areas of computer aided 
design, engineering, manufacturing, and construction. Since 1999 we have been delivering solutions 
for CAD, CAE, CAM, PDM, BIM, and PLM applications. For over 15 years, we have participated in the 
development of commercial software products and custom solutions for the engineering markets 
based on the variety of platforms, from desktop and web to mobile and clouds.   
 
AMC Bridge helps to reduce engineering process overhead by developing 3D and 2D modeling software 
products, data, document and community management technologies, CAD data interoperability, and 
many other aspects of software development for the engineering markets.  
  

The AMC Bridge team is always open to new challenging projects, requests, and suggestions. Feel free 
to contact us, and we will do our best to turn your ideas into reality.  
 
303 Wyman Street, Suite 300 Waltham, MA 02451, USA 
+1 866-575-4791 
www.amcbridge.com 
 
Technical Support: support@amcbridge.com 
For all other inquiries, please contact: contact@amcbridge.com 

 

http://www.amcbridge.com/
mailto:support@amcbridge.com
mailto:contact@amcbridge.com

